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Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of Invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
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Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the ba^^ of the ^temational application In 
■ the latSjage In which rt was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

n Thio «,Mni«n h«iQ been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the foJIowing 
° Sguage .^iK thSSgSSe Sf a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 1 2.3 and 23. 1 (b)). 

2 With reaard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed m the international application and 
^ !!lfeS to the clSm^^ this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table{s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of fllingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

appropriate, were furnished. 
4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 



1. ^ 



2. □ 



3. □ 



The following document has not been furnished: 

la copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43Ws.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (FUile 43Ws.1 and 66.7(b)). 

fiSSg dlte seated ab(;ve is considered to be the rel^^^^^ 

It has not been possible to cor^sider the validity of the^^^^^^^ fnls^'Stt'^"'"'"' 
reSJil'S^eSa^'^^^^^^ ^^"^ 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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BOX No. HI Non-e stabllshment at opinion wtth regard to novelty. Inventive step and Industri al 

applicability ^ . 

The Questions whether the claimed Invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
SviiTStotetnSstriany applicab^^ 

□ the entire international application, 
B claims Nos. 5-39 

□ the said international application, or the ealddalms Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
d^s not require an international preHmlnary examination (specify). 

a the description, claims or drawings ^'^'^'^ "'^""^ . v*'^ ^ 

unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed 

□ the Claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinton 
could be formed. 

la no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 5-39 

□ the nucleotide and/br amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for In Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 



the written form 



the computer readat)le form 



□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 



□ See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of Invention 



1 . S In response to the Invitation (Form PCT/ISA/206) to pay additional fees, the applicant has: 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest 
IS not paid additional fees. 

2 □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose not to invite 
the applicant to pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance.with Rule 13.1. 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with 

la not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. consequently, this report has been established in respect of the fbltowing parts of the international: applioatfon: 

□ all parts. 

SI the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-4 



. V Reasoned statement under 43WS.1 (a)0)^^^^^ •"ventive step or 



1. Statement' 



Novelty (N) 
Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-4 



1-4 



1-4 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Box No. VII Certain defects In the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Box No- VIII Certain observations on the International application 



The following observations on the clarity ot the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the descriptton, are made: 

see separate sheet . , . , 



Form PCTj«SA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY ^SFPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/iE2004/000046 



1 . Reference Is made to the following documents: 

D1 : Ep 1 1 64 380 A2 (cited in the application) 

D2: GB 2 097 084 A 

D3: EP 1 336 838 A2 

D4: US 5 714 998 



Re item IV. 

21 The separate inventions/groups of inventions are: 

(i) claims 1-4: A capacitor sensing inspection system, inter alia comprising the 
features of the characterizing portion of claim 1 . 

(ii) claims 5-1 1 : An inspection system, inter alia comprising a stop movable 
between an inactive position and an active posHion. wherein in the active 
position the stop prevents the progress of items along a conveyor belt, a 
control system responsive to a user input to place said inspection system in 
a teach mode, wherein upon receipt of the user input, the control system 
activates the stop and upon the exiting of the inspection system from the 
teach mode causes the stop to move to the inactive position. 

(iii) claims 12-17: An inspection system wherein, inter alia, a first capacitor is 
positioned remotely from a conveyor belt. 

(iv) claims 18-21 : An inspection system, inter alia comprising a second sensor 
being a light sensitive sensor and having an associated light source, wherein 
the light sensitive sensor is positioned on one side of a transport mechanism 
and the light source is positioned on an opposing side of the transport 
mechanism along an axis which is inclined relative to the longitudinal axis of 
the transport mechanism, such that the second sensor is disposed to provide 
an indication of the presence of an inlay card in an optical disk package. 

(V) claims 22-23: An inspection system, inter alia comprising a first 

"patternXcolour" recognition sensor for indicating a reference "patternXcolour" 
in a package, and a capacitor sensing system, wherein the first 
"patternXcolour- recognition sensor is used to indicate the con-ect presence of 
printed matter on one side of the package and the capacitor sensing system 
is used to indicate the correct contents in a package. 

(vi) claims 24-30: An inspection system, inter alia comprising a second sensor 
configured to provide a continuous output representing a pass or fall status 
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for the contents of a test location, output means adapted to provide an 
output indicative of the output of the second sensor, wherein the output 
means is adapted to provide an immediate pass output if a pass status is 
provided by the second sensor and in the event of a fail status is further 
adapted to continue to test for a pass status from the second sensor for a 
first delay time. 

(vii) claims 31-39: A discard mechanism comprising an opening for receiving a 
package, the opening being positioned between first and second belts of a 
conveyor belt system, an arm movable between a rest position external to 
the conveyor belt system and an active position, such that when the discard 
mechanism is activated, the arm is moved from the rest position to the active 
position displacing a package from one of the belts, thus allowing the ; 
package to fall through and be discarded through the opening. 

2.2. They are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept (Rule 13.1 
PCT) for the following reasons: 

The requirements of Rule 13.1 PCT imply that If the invention is to be defined by a 
plurality of independent claims, then these claims should be linked together by a 
common concept which must be new arid inventive. 

The application is related in a first aspect (independent claim 1 ) to automatic 
balancing (of an inspection system using a pair of capacitors). ^ 
The application is related in a second aspect (independent claim 5) to enabling 
more precise "teaching" of an inspection system (see the description of the : 
present application on p.21 1.20-26). 

The application is related in a third aspect (independent claim 12) to 
minimizing/space saving of an inspection system (see p.23 1.14,23). 
The application is related in a fourth aspect (independent claim 18) to a simplified 
and inexpensive system for detecting the presence of inlay cards in optical disk 
packages (see e.g. p.1 2 1.7-8). 

The. application is related in a fifth aspect (independent claim 22) to a simplified 
system for indicating the correct contents in a package (p.1 5 1.26-28). 
The application Is related in a sixth aspect (independent claim 24) to (significantly) 
reducing the number of packages that fail because of warped outer cases (see 
p.20 1.6-7). 

The application is related in a seventh aspect (independent claim 31) to a fast 
and small discard rriechanism (see p.24 1.1 9-20). 
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The objective problems underlying these seven aspects are completely different 
and/or trivial and well-known to the skilled person and, hence, cannot provide a 
common inventive concept. • 

Independent claims 1 and 31 have no common concept at all. 
Independent claims 1,5, 12, 18, 22 and 24 have in common. that they relate to an 
inspection system. However, this common concept is not novel, see e.g. D1 (§26). 
D3 (title) or D2 (p.4 1.20-44). 

Furthermore, independent claims 1, 12 and 22 have in common a capacitive 
sensing system comprising a pair of capacitors (reference capacitor. " _ 

measurement capacitor). However, this common concept is not novel, see e:g. D1 
(§26), D3 (see the Fig) or D2 (p.4 1.20-44);. see also the description of the present 
application on p.3 1.1-18. 

Furthermore, independent claims 5, 12, 18 and 31 have In common a transport 
mechanism for moving at least one package. However, this common concept is 
not novel, see e.g. D4 (col.2 1.63-65) or D1 (col.6 1.4). 
Furthermore, independent claims 12, 18 and 31 have in common that said .. 
transport mechanism is a conveyor belt / moves said at least one package along a 
longitudinal axis. However, this concept is not novel, see e.g..P4 (col.2 1.63-65). 
Finally independent claims 18 and 24 have in common a first sensor for 
identifying the arrival of a packaged good at a test location and a second sensor 
disposed about said test location. However, this concept is not-novel, see e.g. D4 
(col.2 1.63-65). 



2.3. 



Foi- said reasons it is considered that the claims on file can be divided into the 
seven different groups of inventions as indicated above. 



Re Item V. 



3 1 Document D1 . which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses all the features of independent claim 1 (see p.3 1.1-18 of the present 
application), e^JCSPtiQithe features of the characterizing portion of said claim 1 . 
/ e that the capacitor system further comprises an "auto-balancer" for controlling 
the balance point, wherein upon activation of the auto-balanc6r, the. potentiometer 
is adapted to be moved into a first position where a first indication is received from 
the measurement circuit and into a second position where a second indication is 
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received from the measurement circuit, the auto-balancer being then adapted to 
move the potentiometer position into a position "substantially midway" between 
said first and second positions so as to automatically provide a balance point for 
the measurement circuit. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

3 2. The prnHi^m tn hp .solved by the present invention may be regarded as to provide 
a said inspection system with automatic balancing capabilities-. 

3 3 The. solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is^ 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) since none of the 
available prior art documents discloses or hints at automated balancing. In D1. the 
potentiometer 14 appears to be used manually. The other available documents 
are completely quiet about balancing. 

3.4. Claims 2-4 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



Ra Hem VII. 



For the sake of completeness, the following formal deficiencies are also - 
mentioned^^^^^^ of the claims are not provided with reference signs placedin 

parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). . „ , . . h h/ x dot ' 

Figures 1 -3. 5 and 1 1 are not in conformity with Rule 11.11 (a) PCT, 
(ii!) ' The brief description of the figures 7 and 8 on p.9 1.25-28 is not consistent at 

all with what said figures actually show. . ^ . , w ^ or^-r 

(iv) Figures 1 0-1 5 are not briefly described as required by Rule 5.1 (a)(iv) PCT. 
(V) The phrase on p.23 1.4 is indefinite and should be deleted, 
vi) An output of "motor 50" Is nriissing in Fig.14, in contradiction to p.28 1.1-3. 
(vii) The passage on p.30 1.26-29 is considered to be superfluous and should, 

hence, be deJeted. 



Item Vm. 
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5. The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because the 
claims are not clear. 

5 1 The features in the aBPatatUS claim 1 "the first/second capacitor mms. having a 
reference package/package to be measured as a dielectric" relate to a method Qf 
USina the apparatus rather than clearly defining the apparatus in terms of its 
technical features. The intended limitations are therefore not clear from this claim. 
, contrary to the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

5.2. In additionvthe features "reference Eackagfi" and "paste to be measured" are 
vague. 

5 3 ' In claim 1 . it is not at all clear what is meant by the phrase "... so as to equalise a 
response between the first and second indications" since in the preceding, it is 
defined that said "first indication" is to be provided "when the capacitance of the 
first capacitor is o..hct^ntiaiiv greater than the capacitance of the second 
capacitor" and that a "second indication" is to be provided "when the capacitance 
of the first capacitor is c .hctontiaiiv less than the capacitance of the second 
capacitor". 

5 4 The feature of claim 1 "the potentiometer is adapted to be moved into a first 

nn-itinn whrr- n flnt i"H-...tinn i« received ...and into a second position ysthaiSA 
.^^ pH inHin^tinn received ..." does not appear to reflect what was actually 
meant (see p:19 1.1,5: "... UDlU ..•")• 

In this context, the last feature of claim 1 (see p.31 1.21-23) is also not clear, since 
"midway between said first and second positions" does not appear to be a balance 
point for the measurement circuit, as long as said first and second positions are 
not limited to the conditions as described on p.1 9 1.1 -7. 

5.5. In claim 1 . it is furthermore not clear what should be understood by the ^ 
expression "s^ih.«;tantiallv midway". 

5 6 The vague and imprecise statement in the description on p.9 1.5-8 implies that the 
subject-matter for which protection is sought may be different to that defined by 
the claims, thereby resulting in lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when used-to 
. interpret them. The said passage should, hence, be deleted. 
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Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of Invention 
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Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of thc> opinion 



1 With reoard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the International application in 
• me^aSigf in whS^^^^^ ""'ess otherwise Indicated under th« item. 

n Thi« nnininn has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
Sguage . SiSis thetSSe of a translation furnished for the purposes of internatK,nal search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed '"the international application and 
!!S?eSi? to the Claimed Invention, this opinion has been established on the ba8« of. 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained In the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

appropriate, were furnished. 
4. Additional comments: 
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Bo x No. II Priority 

1. S The following document lias not been furnished: 

E copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43b/s.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43blsA and 66.7(b)). 

wSSd ab<J;« 18 conskteted to be the 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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BOX No. Ill Non-estabUshiTiBnt oi opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial^ 
applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appea;^ to be '^9^'^°^^^^ ^ ~" 

obvldis)! or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of. 

□ the entire international application, 
S claims Nos. 5-39 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
dros not require an internattonal preUmlnary examination (specify). 

a the description, claims or drawings (^j^P^'^^^^Zv'' ^^"'"'^ °' ^^"^ "^""^ >'^'^ ^ 

unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed rspec/0';- 

□ the Claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the descriptN,n that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed, 

la no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims: Nos. 5-39 

□ the nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions m tliat: 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 



□ See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity o1 Invention 



1. H In response to the Invitation (Form PCT/lSA/206) to pay additional fees, the applicant has: 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

IS not paid additional fees. 

2 n This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose not to invite 
the applicant to pay additional fees. 



3. This 



is Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance.with Rule 13.1. 13.2 and 13.3 is 



□ complied with 

Si not complied with for the foltowing reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international, application: 

□ all parts. 

M the parts relating to claims Nos, 1-4 



BOX NO. V Reasoned statement u nder Rule 43l>/s.1(a)(i) with rega»^ to r^^^^^^^^ inventive step or 
SSrial applic^^ citations and explanat ions supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 
Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-4 



1-4 



1-4 



2. Citations and explanattons 
see separate sheet 
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Box No, VII Certain detects In the international application ;; 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

Box No. vm Certain observations on the International application »' ^ ' z 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet ^ . 
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1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : Ep 1 1 64 380 A2 (cited in tfie application) 

, D2: GB 2 097 084 A 

D3: EP 1 336 838 A2 

D4: US 5 714 998 



Ra Ham IV. 

21 The separate inventions/groups of inventions are: 

(i) claims 1-4: A capacitor sensing inspection system, inter alia comprising the 
features of the characterizing portion of claim 1 . 

(ii) claims 5-1 1 : An inspection system, inter alia comprising a stop movable 
betvveen an inactive position and an active position, wherein in the active 
position the stop prevents the progress of items along a conveyor belt, a 
control system responsive to a user input to place said inspection system in 
a teach mode, wherein upon receipt of the user input, the control system 
activates the stop and upon the exiting of the inspection system from the 
teach mode causes the stop to move to the inactive position. 

(iii) claims 12-17: An inspection system wherein, inter alia, a first capacitor is 
positioned remotely from a conveyor belt. 

(iv) claims 1 8-21 : An inspection system, inter alia comprising a second sensor 
being a light sensitive sensor and having an associated light source, wherein 
the light sensitive sensor is positioned on one side of a transport mechanism 
and the light source is positioned on an opposing side of the transport • 
mechanism along an axis which is incHned relative to the longitudinal axis of 
the transport mechanism, such that the second sensor is disposed to provide 
an indication of the presence of an inlay card in an optical disk package. 

(v) claims 22-23: An inspection system, /nfer a//a comprising a first 
"pattern\colour" recognition sensor for indicating a reference "pattemXcolour" 
in a package, and a capacitor sensing system, wherein the first 
"patternVcolour" recognition sensor is used to indicate the conrect presence of 
printed matter on one side of the package and the capacitor sensing system 
is used to indicate the correct contents in a package. 

(vi) claims 24-30: An inspection system, inter alia comprising a second sensor 
configured to provide a continuous output representing a pass or fail status 
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for tine contents of a test location, output means adapted to provide an 
output indicative of the output of the second sensor, wherein the output 
means is adapted to provide an immediate pass output if a pass status is 
provided by the second sensor and in the event of a fall status is further 
adapted to continue to test for a pass status from the second sensor for a 
first delay time. 

(vii) claims 31-39: A discard mechanism comprising an opening for receiving a 
package, the opening being positioned between first and second belts of a 
conveyor bett system, an arm movable between a rest position external to 
the conveyor belt system and an active- position, such that when the discard 
mechanism is activated, the arm is moved from the rest position to the active 
position displacing a package from one of the belts, thus allowing the - 
package to fall through and be discarded through the opening. 

2.2. They are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept (Rule 13.1 
PCT) for the following reasons: ' 
The requirements of Rule 1 3.1 PCT imply that if the invention is to be defined by a 
plurality of independent claims, then these claims should be linked together by a 
common concept which must be new and inventive. 

The application is related in a first aspect (independent claim 1) to automatic 
balancing (of an Inspection system using a pair of capacitors). h 
The application is related in a second aspect (independent claim 5) to enabling 
more precise "teaching" of an inspection system (see the description of the ; 
present application on p.21 1.20-26). 

The application is related in a third aspect (independent claim 12) to 

minimizing/space saving of an inspection system (see p.23 1.14,23). 

The application is related in a fourth aspect (independent claim 18) to a simplified 

and inexpensive system for detecting the presence of inlay cards in optical disk 

packages (see e.g. p. 12 1.7-8). ' 

The application is related in a fifth aspect (independent claim 22) to a simplified 

system for indicating the correct contents in a package (p.1 5 1.26-28). 

The appncation is related in a sixth aspect (independent claim 24) to (significantly) 

reducing the number of packages that fail because of warped outer cases (see 

p.20 1.6-7). 

The application is related in a seventh aspect (independent claim 31) to a fast 
and small discard mechanism (see p.24 1.1 9-20). 
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The objective problems underlying these seven aspects are completely different 
and/or trivial and well-known to the skilled person and, hence, cannot provide a 
common inventive concept. ■ 

Independent claims 1 and 31 have no common concept at all. 
Independent claims 1, 5, 12, 18, 22 and 24 have in common. that they relate to an 
inspection system. However, this common concept is not novpl, see e.g. D1 (§26), 
D3 (title) or D2 (p.4 1.20-44). : ' 

Furthermore, independent claims 1 , 12 and 22 have in common a capacitive 
sensing system comprising a pair of capacitors (reference capacitor, 
measurement capacitor). However, this common concept is not novel, see e;g. D1 
(§26), D3 (see the Fig) or D2 (p.4 1.20-44);, see also the description of the present 
application on p.3 1.1-18. • - 

Furthermore, independent claims 5, 12, 18 and 31 have In common a transport 
mechanism for moving at least one package. However, this common concept is 
not novel, see e.g. D4 (col.2 1.63-65) or D1 (col.6 1.4). 
Furthermore, independent claims 12, 18 and 31 have in common that said 
transport mechanism is a conveyor belt / moves said at least one package along a 
longitudinal axis. However, this concept is not novel, see e.g.;..D4 (col.2 1.63-65). 
Finally, independent claims 18 and 24 have in common a first sensor for 
identifying the arrival of a packaged good at a test location and a second sensor 
disposed about said test location. However, this concept is not- novel, see e.g. D4 
(coi;2 1.63-65). 

2.3. Fol- said reasons It is considered that the claims on file can be divided into the 
seven different groups of inventions as indicated above. 



3 1 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art. 
discloses all the features of independent claim 1 (see p.3 1.1-18 of the present 
application), Rxr-Rpt for the features of the characterizing porHdn of said claim 1 , 
i.e. that the capacitor system further comprises an "auto-balancer" for controlling 
the balance point, wherein upon activation of the auto-baianc^r, the potentiometer 
is adapted to be moved into a first position where a first indication is received from 
the measurement circuit and into a second position where a second indication is 
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received from the measurement circuit, the auto-balancer being then adapted to 
move the potentiometer position into a position "substantially midway" between 
said first and second positions so as to automatically provide a balance point for 
the measurement circuit. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

3.2. The rr" h'^"^ to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as to provide 
a said inspection system with automatic balancing capabilities-. 

3 3 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) since none of the 

available prior art documents discloses or hints at automated balancing. In D1. the 
potentiometer 14 appears to be used manually. The other available documents 
are completely quiet about balancing. 

3.4. Claims 2-4 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



Re Hem VII. 

4. For the sake of completeness, the following formal deficiencies are also > 

mentioned: ' . , . . 

(i) The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placedin 
. parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). " 

(ii) Figures 1 -3, 5 and 1 1 are not in conformity with Rule 11-11 (a) PCT, 

(iii) ' The brief description of the figures 7 and 8 on p.9 1.25-28 is not consistent at 

all With what said figures actually show. 

(iv) Figures 1 0-1 5 are not briefly described as required by Rule 5.1 (a)(iv) PCT. 

(v) The phrase on p.23 1.4 is indefinite and should be deleted. 

(vi) An output of "motor 50". is rriissing in Fig.1 4, in contradiction to p.28 1.1 -3. 

(vii) ' The passage on p.30 1.26-29 is considered to be superfluous and should, 

hence, be deleted. 



pe Hem VIII. 
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5. The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because the 
claims are not clear. 

5.1 . The features in the appatSiUS claim 1 "the first/second capacitor Umss. having a 
reference package/package to be measured as a dielectric" relate to a mothgd Of 
USinathe apparatus rather than clearly defining the apparatus in terms of its 
technical features. The intended limitations are therefore not clear from, this claim. 

. contrary to the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

5.2. In addition, the features "reference eaclsagfi" and " pacKaqP to- be measured" are 
vague. 

5 3 .. In claim 1 , it is not at all clear what is meant by the phrase "... so as to equalise a 
response between the first and second indications" since in the preceding, it is 
defined that said "first indication" is to be provided "when the capacitance of the 
first capacitor is c. ■K.^t^ntipilv greater than the capacitance of the second 
capacitor" and that a "second indication" is to be provided "when the capacitance 
of the first capacitor is cMKctentiaiiv less than the capacitance of the second 
capacitor". 

5 4 The feature of claim 1 "the potentiometer is adapted to be moved into a first 
nn-itinn - tint i"Hi^ntinn i« r^neived ...and into a second posttion wherea 

ffor^ pH inrtinaiion received ..." does not appear to reflect what was actually 
meant (see p:1 9 1.1.5: "... MiTtU ..."). 

In this context, the last feature of claim 1 (see p.31 1.21-23) is also not clear, smce 
"midway between said first and second positions" does not appear to be a balance 
point for the measurement circuit, as long as said first and second positions are 
not limited to the conditions as described on p.1 9 1.1 -7. 

5.5. In claim 1 , it is furthermore not clear what should be understood by the. 
expression ".'^uh-stantiallv midway". 

5 6 The vague and imprecise statement in the description on p.9 1.5-8 implies that the 
subject-matter for which protection is sought may be different to that defmed by 
the claims, thereby resulting in lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when used-to 
. interpret them. The said passage should, hence, be deleted. 
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